SKYWARN Net Control General Info:

· Please visit the Forecast Meteorologist on duty before your net control shift begins.  This will give you a great overall idea on the setup of the wx event.

· Work with the Radar Meteorologists but try to use the information from the Internet as much as possible, i.e. Maps, Radar, forecast models, etc.  

· Inform the Radar Meteorologists of reports you get which meet the severe weather criteria.

· If there are any problems with equipment, i.e. computer, printer, radios, etc.  Inform someone immediately.

· Please keep radios at a tolerable volume level.

· If the net is not busy, feel free to transmit updates as you get them.  These updates can be derived from:

· Recent log entries:  “Be advised, KC5TRR reported golf ball size hail 2 miles N of hwy 16 on US 75 about 3 min ago.”

· Talk among the meteorologists: “Word from here is that the cell south of Bixby lost some of it’s punch on the last couple of scans.”  

· “Nowcasts”: From the printer

· Short Term Forecasts: From the printer

· Warning Heads Up:  If a meteorologist says they are definitely going to pull the trigger on a storm warning of any kind, do not wait for the printer to give you the text.  Say: “We are going to issue a Severe Thunderstorm Warning for Southern Tulsa County - - Stand by for text”. (Then read the formal text from the printout)

· Etc… Be creative but give facts!

· Keep an eye on the radios.  Sometimes they get bumped and change frequencies.  Also check the PL tone on the 146.88 TX on the radio on the left hand side of the station.

· Keeps a personal list of call signs with locations.  This is key to getting the info you want most of the time.  This is also a great benefit to the spotters in the field.  If you know where they are, you can normally keep them out of trouble should a storm threaten their location.

· If a tornado warning is being written for Tulsa County, if time permits, landline the Tulsa EOC and let them know that a warning is about to be issued before you put out pre-text info on the radio.  This will curb any confusion and keep sirens from being sounded before the warning is official.

· Remind listeners of watch statuses occasionally.  Best time is usually at the end of a warning broadcast.  “And remember, there is a tornado watch in effect until 10:00 PM”  

· You DO NOT have to say “WX5TUL Tulsa Weather” every time you call or return call.  You may use “WX5TUL” or “Tulsa Weather”.

· Do not be afraid to handle traffic in order of importance.

· Do not hesitate, in a very severe situation, to announce on the air that the traffic on that frequency will be focused on one location until otherwise notified: “we do have a tornado on the ground near Hectorville and at this time I am only interested in reports from this area.  Any other traffic and reports can be given to my partner on ---.--- MHz.

